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Thank you for inviting me to attend this seminar on “Transparency in the Election Process” as Special Guest. The European Commission is pleased to be supporting a wide range of projects under our civic awareness programme for a total of around 1.5 million euros and I am delighted to see that Odikhar and its partner organisations are making a sterling contribution through this seminar to understanding of the election process.   
We meet today at a time of grave uncertainty as to the democratic process in this country. I am conscious that I must speak as an Ambassador, but as a human being I am fearful of the consequences of the present political crisis and the dangers which it presents to the people of Bangladesh and the peaceful and democratic development of the country. This situation must impel all stakeholders in the election process to examine their consciences and to pursue constructive avenues of compromise which will allow the voices of all Bangladeshi voters to be heard at the polls.
Though this seminar has to some degree been overtaken by events, its key themes carry significant importance for the holding of credible elections which meet international standards and which can be accepted nationally and internationally. The words in the title, “election process”, have been well chosen because, as recent events in Bangladesh amply demonstrate, an election is not only about what happens on Election Day. 
The months before the day of voting and the period of time until the results have been announced and possible disputes settled, make up an integral part of the process of holding an election. It is imperative that this whole process is seen as free, fair, and transparent for the election to be considered as valid by the general public, the political parties and domestic and international observers. 
The importance of elections hardly needs recalling: they are the basis of representative democracy. As the chief means by which the citizens of a country can record their political preferences and hold decision-makers to account for their actions while in office, it is of the utmost importance that an election is recognised as the true expression of voters’ choice; otherwise democracy itself is put at risk.
The EU plays an active role in election observation, deploying last year election observation missions in 13 countries. Such missions are led by a Chief Observer and consist of both long-term observers, which arrive several weeks before the election to monitor preparations, and short-term observers which focus on Election Day. EU observation missions remain in the country for several weeks after the election to monitor the post-election process. 
It has unfortunately been necessary to re-assess the deployment of the EU’s election mission to Bangladesh in light of recent developments and, with this in mind, the EU continues to monitor the situation closely. At this difficult time, it is more important than ever that civil society makes its voice heard and adds its contribution to the search for a national solution which commands the agreement of the people of this country.
May I close by wishing you a fruitful and stimulating seminar.

