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Ladies and Gentlemen,
I would like to express my thanks to the Centre for Rehabilitation of Torture Survivors for having invited me to address the opening ceremony of this conference as Special Guest. I am pleased to see that experts on rehabilitation of torture victims from so many different countries in Asia have gathered here to share your experiences over three days. I understand that the main purpose of the conference is to consider how to standardise torture rehabilitation practices across the region in order to make sure that victims of torture, wherever they may be, receive a treatment corresponding to best practice. 

The project which this conference is part of is funded by the European Commission and managed by our Delegation in New Delhi. It is one of many torture rehabilitation projects supported by the European Commission around the world, underlining the importance that the EU attaches to combating torture and aiding its victims. 

The EU’s position on torture is firm: torture is an abhorrent violation of human rights and human dignity. Torture cannot be accepted under any circumstances, including state of war or public emergency. According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. The same wording is used in the EU’s Charter of Fundamental Rights, adopted in 2000. 

The fight against torture is therefore a key priority in the EU’s human rights work. This is demonstrated in two ways: through our funding of projects and through our political dialogue with other countries and international institutions. 

I have already mentioned funding projects such as the one you are involved in. In the last five or six years, under the programme European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights, the EU has allocated an average of almost 12 million EUR to projects against torture. This makes the European Union the lead global donor in this field, as acknowledged recently by the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture. With this money we have financed many different kinds of projects. Examples include awareness-raising on the Convention against Torture, training of law enforcement personnel, investigation into the supply of torture technology, and support for rehabilitation of torture victims. 

A second way that the EU expresses its commitment to fighting torture is through our efforts to persuade third countries to take effective measures against torture. We raise our concerns about torture both in multinational human rights fora and in bilateral contacts with other governments. In 2001, the EU adopted a set of guidelines to guide its external policy on torture; this sent a clear signal that the issue is an EU priority. You can access the guidelines on the European Commission website. 
The guidelines explain in concrete terms what the EU should do in order to support efforts to prevent and eradicate torture and ill-treatment in all parts of the world. This entails monitoring and reporting, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, actions. 

Much of this work is carried out by Embassies of the EU Member States and Delegations of the European Commission. In terms of monitoring and reporting, the guidelines set out that EU Heads of Missions should make periodic reports to their headquarters on the occurrence of torture and ill-treatment in the country they are accredited to, and the measures taken to combat it. They also have the possibility of sending embassy representatives as observers to trials where there is a reason to believe that defendants have been subjected to torture or ill-treatment. 
On the basis of these reports, the EU can decide to take specific actions to influence a country where torture occurs to address the problem. The starting point for such actions is that torture is prohibited under international law and that this ban must be effectively enforced. The EU can thus choose to bring up the issue of torture in political dialogue with host governments. The guidelines also advocate that EU make demarches and issue public statements urging third countries to take effective measures against torture. 
Depending on the particular case, the EU messages to third countries in these statements or demarches could include encouragement to:

· prohibit torture and ill-treatment in law, including criminal law;

· prevent use, production and trade of equipment that can be used to inflict torture;

· accede to and implement the Convention against Torture and other relevant international instruments

· adopt legal safeguards so that persons deprived of their liberty are brought before a judicial authority without delay and have access to lawyers and medical care;
· ban secret places of detention;

· combat impunity of those responsible for torture by bringing them to trial;

· provide reparation and rehabilitation for victims of torture;

· allow visits by civil society organisations where persons deprived of their liberty are held;

· establish national human rights ombudspersons or commissions

· provide human rights training to law enforcement officials and military personnel 

· ensure that autopsies are conducted in accordance with international standards. 

I have only mentioned some of the specific messages that the EU guidelines to prevent torture set out. Still, these examples should make it clear that the guidelines give many useful, practical suggestions as to how incidents of torture can be prevented. An advantage of the guidelines is also that they help the EU to address torture in a coherent way across the world. 

*
*
*

I have spoken in some detail about the EU’s efforts to support the prevention and eradication of torture. It is clear that we are far from reaching our objective: the practice of torture remains widespread. According to Amnesty International, cases of torture and ill-treatment by security forces, police, and other state authorities occurred in as many as 102 countries in 2006. Only in the EU, the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims has estimated that there are about 400.000 torture survivors, the vast majority of which are refugees. 
Clearly, there is a need for more, resolute action to eradicate torture. The EU will certainly continue its efforts. In this context, you should also know that support to rehabilitation – and this is emphasised in our guidelines – is a priority for us. The work of your organisations to help victims of torture, both in medical and psychological terms, is very important and much appreciated. I hope indeed that the project which you are taking part in will serve to strengthen your capacity to do this work.
Let me close by wishing you a stimulating and productive conference.

*
*
*
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