EC - Bangladesh relations discussed between External Relations Commissioner

Benita Ferrero Waldner and Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister Morshed Khan

Brussels 27th April 2006

External Relations Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner received Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister Morshed Khan in Brussels on Thursday 27th April 2006 to exchange views on EC - Bangladesh relations. It was Minister Khan’s first visit to Brussels under Bangladesh’s current BNP ruled Government. The meeting was held in a friendly atmosphere, covering a broad range of issues, including the excellent trade relations, the SAARC integration process, the forthcoming elections, fight against terror, governance reforms and human rights issues.    

Both sides praised the good trade relations - the EU being Bangladesh largest trading partner with goods worth over €4bn entering the EU market every year. The Minister underlined the country’s significant economic achievements reflected in annual growth figures of 6.5%, the role model of Bangladesh’s civil society and notable progress in achieving the MDG, compared with other LDCs.

The Commissioner expressed her highest appreciation for Bangladesh’s strong commitment to the fight against terror. She congratulated the Government for Wednesday’s capture of the last most wanted terrorist leaders linked to the August bombings and emphasised the importance of investigating all recent terrorist acts with equal vigour, while in full transparency and respect of Human Rights principles. 

On the forthcoming election Minister Khan expressed his Government’s keen interest in a large European observer presence to convey the highest possible level of transparency to the electoral process, together with other International observers. The confrontational climate prevailing in the country and the importance to ensure independent election institutions, in particular a neutral Election Commission also figured in the discussions. Stressing the strong democratic traditions of his country, the Minister notified that the BNP has taken steps to facilitate a cross party dialogue on election reforms. 

Discussions also included a candid exchange of views on the human rights situation of minorities and the difficult conditions in the EC funded and UNHCR run Rohingya refugee camps. While acknowledging the strain of the 30.000 refugees on the country, the Commissioner stressed the need to jointly improve the dreadful living conditions in the camps, pending repatriation of the refugees to Myanmar, by allowing International NGOs and other International organisations into the camps. The Minister informed that repatriation is the only solution and requested the EC’s support to facilitate this process. 

-End-

