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 Press Release

Sunday, 9 March 2008
Drawing competition for children on gender equality

On the occasion of International Women’s Day on 8 March, the European Commission launched a drawing competition for children. The competition is organised by Delegations of the European Commission across the world. Children aged 8-10 are invited to make drawings on the subject of equality between women and men. Ten drawings in Bangladesh will receive a prize from the European Commission and be entered into the global competition. 
The purpose of the competition is to stimulate children to think about gender equality. Dr Stefan Frowein, Head of the European Commission Delegation to Bangladesh, commented: “The European Union believes that women and men should have the same opportunities and rights – be it in education, health, employment or any other area. The drawing competition gives children an occasion to express their ideas on gender equality. I hope that many will be encouraged to take part.”
Last year more than 10.000 children from 61 different countries participated in the drawing competition. This is the first time that the competition is organised in Bangladesh. Schools that wish to participate can contact the European Commission Delegation for more information. Entries have to be submitted by 1 May. 
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Note to the editor:

The European Union (EU) has 27 Member States and more than 490 million citizens. The European Commission is the EU’s executive arm. It is responsible for implementing the EU’s development policy alongside the Member States. In Bangladesh, the European Commission funds programmes and projects notably in the areas of health, education, trade development, disaster management, and food security. It intends to spend around 470 million EUR for development purposes in Bangladesh between 2007 and 2013. 
International Women’s Day is celebrated on 8 March every year since the early 20th century. The United Nations calls on every country to celebrate this day for women’s rights.
