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For immediate release


EC Ambassador to visit flood affected areas in Sirajgong
Dhaka: Ambassador Esko Kentrschynskyj, Head of Delegation of the European Commission to Bangladesh, along with Mr. A.R. Maryon, Head of IFRC, Dhaka and Major General Z.A. Khan (Retd) Chairman of Bangladesh Red Cross and Red Crescent Society, is to visit the flood affected areas of Sirajgong on 5 August. It is a familiarization visit in the area where International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) has been conducting relief operations. 

The European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO), is providing 1.35 million euro towards IFRC’s total appeal of $2.8 million for relief and rehabilitation work for the flood victims in Bangladesh. ECHO’s contribution constitutes about 47. 45 percent of IFRC total appeal for Bangladesh. 

On July 28, the ECHO announced its decision to provide 2.91 million euro for flood relief and rehabilitation work in Bangladesh. OXFAM, Action Aid and the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) will be responsible for the relief and rehabilitation support funded by ECHO.  The 1.35 million euro towards the IFRC appeal will come from this 2.91 million euro committed by ECHO. The ECHO support will allow an integrated approach focusing on immediate relief (distribution of food, non-food relief items, medicines, provisions of Oral Rehydration Salt (ORS) and sanitation facilities) but with a rehabilitation component, including food security. 

ECHO is one of the world’s major humanitarian aid donors, providing more than EURO 600 million in response to natural and man-made disasters in 2003 in more than 60 countries. ECHO channels its contributions through its partner organizations: International Non-Governmental Organizations, the United Nations Agencies and the Red Cross family. 
-End-

For more information, please contact

Anwar Hossain 

Programme Officer

ECHO Bangladesh Antenna Office

Tel: 8824730 Ext. 132
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