PRESS STATEMENT

Dhaka, 1 February 2005

The EU Heads of Mission on 1 February 2005 called on the Opposition Leader to extend their condolences and sympathy on the tragic and violent death of former Finance Minister S.A.M.S. Kibria, his nephew and three other persons who fell victim to the heinous grenade attack on an Awami League rally in Habiganj on 27 January.

In their meeting with the Opposition Leader, the EU Heads of Mission recalled that they had instantly expressed their shock and dismay at this latest attack and that they had shared with the Government of Bangladesh their deep concern that apparent failure to investigate previous similar attacks had led to a climate of impunity. 

Reiterating that the Government of Bangladesh must ensure swift action and a thorough and transparent investigation, the EU Heads of Mission at the same time express their concern about the current violence in the streets. The EU Heads of Mission urge all sides to exercise restraint and refrain from actions which can further deteriorate the situation and to engage in a national confidence-building dialogue.  
