	[image: image1.wmf]
	EUROPEAN UNION
Delegation of the European Commission
Plot 7, Road 84 - Gulshan - DHAKA 1212 - Bangladesh



       15 May 2004
PR/- 7/04





                                               1350/789 AMaa

Joint Communiqué

For immediate release

European Commission-Bangladesh Government Joint Commission specialized Sub-Group on Trade Development, Capacity Building and Economic Co-operation met in Dhaka

Dhaka: The European Commission-Bangladesh Joint Commission Specialized Sub-Group on Trade Development, Capacity Building and Economic Cooperation, met on 11 May 2004 at the Ministry of Commerce.  The Specialized Sub-Group was co-chaired by Mr. Elias Ahmed, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, the Government of Bangladesh and Mr. Esko Kentrschynskyj, Ambassador and Head of Delegation of the European Commission to Bangladesh. 

In a cordial atmosphere, a wide range of issues were discussed including trade policy matters and EC-funded trade related capacity development projects. Both sides agreed on the importance of moving the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) forward, bearing in mind the concerns of LDC’s as expressed at the LDC Ministerial Meeting in Dakar which the Hon’ble Minister Altaf Hossain Chowdhury and EC Trade Commissioner Pascal Lamy attended. Bangladesh and EC also exchanged views on the challenges of the Post-MFA era and the appropriate trade policy responses, which could be envisaged, while the EC also emphasized the need for a positive business and investment climate in Bangladesh. The role of regional and bilateral trading arrangements was also discussed. 

A post-MFA Action Programme (PMAP) initiated by Commerce Ministry was also discussed in the meting. The meeting feels that the action plan should be implemented specially Skill and Quality Development Programme (SQDP), Displaced Workers Rehabilitation Programme (DWRP), Small Enterprise Capacity Enhancement Programme (SECEP), support to New Market Opportunities on a priority basis.

The European Commission reiterated the difficulties encountered by the European shipping Operators in Bangladesh and called on the Government to put in place a plan of action to address these problems in full dialogue with all stakeholders. Bangladesh presented an overview of tariff and other trade policy measures being taken within the context of the recently adopted EXIM policy. 

The meeting also provided the opportunity for the partners to review progress in implementing ongoing EC funded projects (EUR 33 million) to assist Bangladesh in meeting the challenges presented by the increasingly globalised world economy, and in particular the post-MFA scenario. These include projects in support of SMEs e.g. the South Asia Enterprise Development Facility (SEDF), the Small Project Facility (SPF), the Quality Support Programme which targets sanitary and phyto-sanitary measures and technical barriers to trade. Furthermore, the Trade Support Programme, which supports the newly established Bangladesh Foreign Trade Institute, is expected to start soon. 

In addition the EC and Bangladesh shared their views on the priorities for future EC funding for the country. Among the areas proposed were projects in the field of human resource development and the creation of an enabling business environment. 

The EC-Bangladesh Joint Commission was established in the framework of the third generation Co-operation Agreement in force since March 2001. To assist the work of the Joint Commission, Specialized sub-groups have been established. The other two groups on governance & human rights, and social development will be meet in the coming days. 

-End-
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