	[image: image1.wmf]
	EUROPEAN UNION
Delegation of the European Commission
Plot 7, Road 84 - Gulshan - DHAKA 1212 - Bangladesh




         










 12 March 2006
PR/- 3 /06





                                                  1350/369 AAcd

 PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release
European Commission’s Deputy Director General for Asia and Latin America arrives on 13 March

Mr Hervé Jouanjean, Deputy Director General for Asia and Latin America, DG External Relations of the European Commission, will head a high-level delegation to Bangladesh from the EC Headquarters in Brussels from 13th March – 16th March 2006. 

Mr Philippe Meyer, Head of Unit for the Mediterranean, South-East Asia and South Asia in DG Trade, Ms Helen Campbell, Head of Unit for Bangladesh, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka and the Maldives, Ms Beatriz Martins, desk officer for Bangladesh in DG External Relations and Mr Samuel Cantell, desk officer for Bangladesh in EuropeAID will accompany Mr Jouanjean on the mission.

During his visit to Dhaka, Mr Jouanjean will co-chair the third session of the EC-Bangladesh Joint Commission which will convene on 14th – 15th March 2006 and which will be co-chaired by Mr. Ismail Zabihullah, Secretary of the Economic Relations Division of the Ministry of Finance. With the EU constituting the largest trading partner of Bangladesh and the largest furnisher of development aid (EU and EU Member States combined), the meeting will provide a valuable opportunity to take stock of progress in all areas of EC-Bangladesh co-operation and map out areas for future engagement. Trade and trade-related assistance, human rights and governance feature heavily on the agenda. 

Mr Jouanjean will also undertake meetings with key political figures in order to discuss a range of important issues, including the forthcoming parliamentary elections, the fight against terrorism and respect for human rights.

This will be Mr Jouanjean’s second visit to Bangladesh – the first was in October 2004. He also co-chaired the second session of the EC-Bangladesh Joint Commission on November 2003.

-End-
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