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European Commission works to protect rights of indigenous people in Bangladesh, around the world

On the occasion of the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People, the European Commissioner for External Relations and European Neighbourhood Policy Ms. Benita Ferrero-Waldner wishes to pay special tribute to the tradition and knowledge of indigenous people across the globe. In her message, the commissioner especially acknowledges the enormous contributions the indigenous people are making to the cultures of this planet.  

The Commissioner termed the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which was adopted by the United Nations’ new Human Rights Council in June this year, as the most important achievement of the last year for the cause of the indigenous people. The declaration advocates equality for all, and Commissioner Ferrero-Waldner in her message firmly says, “The European Commission will not rest until indigenous peoples have that equality, wherever they live in the world.”

The European Union has been instrumental in supporting the participation and contribution of indigenous peoples in the long negotiation process leading up to the adoption of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the EU’s commitment to furthering the Declaration’s principles will, according to the Commissioner, be sustained in the future.

This commitment has in Bangladesh been matched by the allocation of substantial resources (7.5 million Euros, with further support envisaged) to the UNDP’s CHT Development Facility, which runs until 2009. The Development facility in the Chittagong Hill Tracts is geared towards poverty reduction and improving the lives of the CHT population, both Adivasi and Bengali. The programme is delivering real improvements in the quality of life in the CHT, though the community empowerment and quick impact fund expanding to over 1,500 communities in recent months.
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