	[image: image1.wmf]
	EUROPEAN UNION
Delegation of the European Commission
Plot 7, Road 84 - Gulshan - DHAKA 1212 - Bangladesh



            13 April 2004
PR/- 8/04





                                                        1350/806 AAaa

Joint Communiqué

For immediate release

European Commission-Bangladesh Government Joint Commission specialized Sub-Group on Social Development Cooperation met in Dhaka

Dhaka: The European Commission-Bangladesh Joint Commission Specialized Sub-Group on Social Development met on 13 May 2004. The meeting was held at NEC building, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar.

The Sub-Group on Social Development was co-chaired by Mr. K.M.S.A. Kaiser, Division Chief, Socio-Economic Infrastructure Division, Planning Commission, and Ms. Marianne Wenning, Head of Unit for Multi-sector Thematic Support, EuropeAid Cooperation Office, Asia Directorate, the European Commission. 

In a frank and cordial atmosphere, both sides discussed a wide range of issues concerning EC-Bangladesh cooperation in the field of development cooperation. The status of the National Indicative Programme 2003-2005, implementation of current programmes/projects, including the Government’s two large sector programmes in health and primary education, preparation of the National Indicative Programme 2006 and follow up of activities since the last Sub-Group were the main subjects of the discussion.

The European Commission informed the Government that activities under the National Indicative Programme 2003-05 are on track and that up to 380 million EURO of the total 411.5 million EURO could be committed up to 2005. For 2006, the Commission proposed to the Government new commitments of 50-60 million EURO in the areas of economic co-operation, human rights and activities in the Chittagong Hill Tracts 

Current EC co-operation with Bangladesh covers a wide range of fields including sector support in health, education as well as food security, rural development and poverty alleviation. Government projects being funded include Adarsha Gram II, PROMOTE, Food Security for Vulnerable Group Development, Rural Maintenance programme, Rural Towns Development project. Other EC project support includes funding to core NGOs such as BRAC and Proshika. 
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