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Cyclone Sidr Information sheet dated November 22nd 2007

Bangladesh cyclone Sidr: 

European Commission boosts planned aid to 6.5 million Euros
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Humanitarian Aid




The European Commission has allocated 6.5 million Euros to assist population in Bangladesh stricken by cyclone Sidr on Thursday 15 November 2007. As early as Friday 16 November 1.5 million Euros fast track funding was allocated for relief operations and an additional 5 million Euros followed on Monday 19th November.  

Louis Michel, the European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, spoke of the "shocking picture emerging from the coastal regions of Bangladesh". He continued: "the Commission's humanitarian field experts, who are in the stricken region, have reported that the homes of hundreds of thousands of people have been swept away. The enormous damage to infrastructure, coupled with losses of both crops and livestock, mean that urgent action is needed on basic rehabilitation. Otherwise, disease and malnutrition could claim many more victims".

To date, it is estimated that over 3 400 people have perished due to the 250 km/h winds that swept though the country. Millions have been affected and hundreds of thousand families are left without a home. 

The experts from the European Commission's Humanitarian department (ECHO) were on site in the south as soon as Friday 16 November and are still in Bangladesh, allocating funds, overseeing response, assessing needs and reporting back regularly. The team was strengthened within a day with one more expert sent from Delhi. 

The new funds will meet vital needs for water, food, shelter and household items such as soap, cooking utensils and jerrycans. Provision of basic health care and distribution of Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS) will also be covered in order to tackle the spread of diarrhea and other diseases. 

Commission humanitarian funds are managed by its Humanitarian Aid department (ECHO) and channeled through partner implementing agencies including non-governmental organizations that specialize in international relief, United Nations agencies and the Red Cross/Crescent movement. 

Partners involved in the humanitarian relief effort:

To date, 4 contracts have been signed with four experienced partners. All have a long standing presence and experience in Bangladesh: Islamic relief, OXFAM GB, Concern Worldwide and Action Aid. Distributions are currently under way in the four most affected southern districts: Barguna, Patuakali, Bagerhat and Pirojpur.



Other partners will soon be contracted to implement further, much needed, emergency activities. 

The European Commission’s Humanitarian department has been actively working in Bangladesh for many years in the implementation of disaster preparedness activities. This emergency has shown that such measures have saved tens of thousands of lives. The focus is now on assisting the survivors whose livelihoods have been hit hard with the destruction of harvests, fields and livestock. 

2007 Floods

Moreover, the European Commission is currently implementing relief projects following the exceptional 2007 monsoon floods that hit the region in August. ECHO has so far provided 2.5 million Euros to assist the flood stricken populations in Bangladesh and is looking into providing additional funds with a follow-up decision.

See the latest press releases and related information: 

· EC humanitarian response to Cyclone Sidr (16th November 2007)  | (20th November 2007)
· 2007 South Asia Floods



· Disaster preparedness
· Action Aid Disaster Preparedness project funded by ECHO 

· ECHO web site
For interviews and more information please contact: 

Olivier Brouant, ECHO Expert in Dhaka - +91 98 71 89 75 77

Md. Abdul-Awal, ECHO correspondant in Dhaka - +88 017 130 34 274

Claire Barrault, ECHO Regional Information Officer – rio@echo-india.org - +91 98 71 39 60 99
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